PETERBOROUGH'S   EMBASSY
world.    Therefore I will now slakcn my pace for three or four daycs   1673 to see if the King of France will send to desire or advise any farther stopp or delay in this affaire, to whom it seemes by this express the Diu-hess of Modcna has sent the reasons of the impossibility of her comply unce in this affaire.
If 1 hcare nothing in three or four days I shall certainly procede, aiu! I thinkc such a proportion of time had better be lost in a jorney than for me to make a precipitate advance which possibly might produce a repentance instead of a success. . .
This proceeding is according to the best of my judgement which 1 hope will be accepted from my Lord
Your Ld*1'5 most humble and most obedient servant
PKTKKBOROW."
After the few days* delay, the Ambassador proceeds to Turin
where he receives Lord Arlington's letter of the Jjj August.
u This sudden change in the Affair did infinitely mortify the Karl, JVfcr.
wlioht! head tunfd round under this variety of uncertainties.     But he l">rollK!l
*                                      .                    MniMiir*
had  but to obey and be patient.    And now some days alter came
Nardi again with new Compliments from the Dutchcss, and expressions how glad that Court would be if the Honour was supposed to he intended for the Daughter might be transferred to any other Princess of that family.'*
Happily he keeps on his guard, pretends to he only travelling for pleasure and contents himself with returning humble thanks ibr the u I lonour of her Civilities/' for a week later arrives Lord Arlington's second despatch, bidding him adhere to the proposal for the younger princess and, failing her, to return to Paris. He has meanwhile met the Marquis de Dangcau, ami halts at u IMaisancc on the Po " whilst the other goes on alone to see what he can do for him. Subsequently a carriage ami six meets him a mile from Mod en a and he is sumptuously
lodged in a palace, nobly furnished-....."three tables, one for
himself, one for his Steward and superior attendants, one for his Livery-wen ami others, nobly provided with plenty ami magnificence. "
Hie Duchess Laura of Modenu, daughter of Count Martino//j and Margaret Ma/arini, cousin of the great